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beginning of the Iraq war, the project has tracked the expanding war budget along 
with increasing budget cuts in nonsecurity (nonwar) discretionary spending. Based 
on its 2008 budget, the Bush administration proposed cutting $13 billion from social 
service and education programming—for example, a 35% budget cut in Community 
Development Block Grants, a 6% cut in the Head Start program, a 40% cut in the 
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program, and 6% in special education pro-
gramming. At the same time, the administration requested an additional $100 billion 
for war-related spending (National Priorities Project 2007).

The Budget Control Act of 2011 mandates reductions in federal spending, includ-
ing defense spending. In 2012, President Obama and Defense Secretary Leon Panetta 
announced a new strategic military plan and the goal to reduce the budget by  
$259 billion over the next decade.

Environmental Impact

One of the most serious, yet overlooked, by-products of war is the mass destruction 
of ecosystems, also referred to as ecocide (Adley and Grant 2003).

During the Vietnam War, the United States used chemical and biological agents, 
such as the herbicide Agent Orange, to destroy food crops and defoliate forestlands. 

Country
Expenditures  

(in Billions of Dollars)
% of Gross  

Domestic Product

United States 640 3.8

China 188 2.0

Russia 87.8 4.1

Saudi Arabia 66.9 9.3

France 61.2 2.2

U.K. 57.9 2.3

Germany 48.8 1.4

Japan 48.6 1.0

India 47.4 2.5

South Korea 33.9 2.8

SOURCE: Adapted from Stockholm International Peace Research Institute 2014.

Table 16.4  Top 10 military spenders, 2013
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